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in illustrating plumage variation, the outstanding color
photographs by Gress are exceptionally sharp, colorful,
and do well in depicting field marks with frame-filling
views of each species profiled. The photos are vast
improvements over any preceding bird guide specific
to Kansas (e.g., Thompson and Ely, Birds in Kansas,
2 vols., 1989-1992), and the updated birding tips and
“hot spot” descriptions surpass the earlier contribution
by Zimmerman and Patti (A Guide to Bird Finding in
Kansas and Western Missouri, 1988).
The book is generally well organized and informative.
The foreword by Kenn Kaufman, renowned field guide
author and native Kansan, highlights the appealing diversity of Kansas avifauna. The introduction by Gress and
Janzen significantly notes the general usefulness of the
book for neophyte and advanced birders alike. The species profiles are not taxonomically organized, but rather
are grouped into seemingly recognizable categories of
taxonomic common names or various behavioral or morphological attributes. Such categories should be useful for
the novice birder, though some might be mildly misleading (e.g., a separate category for “Colorful Songbirds” that
are presumably distinct from “Warblers”). The “Birding
Basics” chapter is especially useful for the novice birder.
The chapter on “Kansas Geography and Ecosystems” is
informative, though the avifaunal biogeography of the
state’s central continental position and many ecoregions
could be a bit more detailed.
I enjoyed the “Calendar of Kansas Bird Activity”
chapter as birds are prominent harbingers of seasonal
change. I have often paged through my own mental calendar of bird activity as the months and seasons change.
The species profiles hit the important points: field identification tips, habitats and distribution, seasonal occurrence, and miscellaneous field notes including “hot spots”
where species are most likely to be found. I suppose the
only mild complaint I have with the species profiles is the
inconsistent presentation of vocalization characteristics,
especially for the songbirds (though such written descriptions are obviously inferior to reference recordings,
which are noted as being commercially available in the
“Birding Basics” chapter). The numbered and alphabetical list of sites on the map of “Kansas Birding Hot Spots”
does not correspond to the order of preceding “hot spot”
descriptions, but the descriptions are aptly detailed with
notable species occurrences and directions to the sites.
The “Birding Resources” chapter and appended checklist
are also pleasing components of this guide.
Together with Gress’s Pocket Guide series for other
Kansas wildlife (published by the Friends of the Great
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Plains Nature Center), The Guide to Kansas Birds and
Birding Hot Spots will prove a useful addition to your home
or rolling library of Kansas’s natural history. William E.
Jensen, Department of Biological Sciences, Emporia State
University.
Wildlife Science: Linking Ecological Theory and
Management Applications. Edited by Timothy E. Fulbright and David G. Hewitt. Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press,
2008. xii + 372 pp. Maps, figures, tables, references,
index. $124.95 cloth.
Wildlife Science stems from the 25th Anniversary
Symposium of the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research
Institute in April 2006, the topic of which furnishes the
book with its full title. The symposium’s organizers celebrated the occasion by inviting “a group of the best and
brightest minds in wildlife science” to participate. The
edited volume, with 38 authors contributing to a total of
20 chapters, is weighted towards Texas (23 of its authors
are from the state), although there are examples from the
rest of the U.S. and the world.
The book is organized into five parts: “Birds,” “Mammals,” “Habitat,” “Animal Health and Genetics,” and
“Economic and Social Issues Affecting Wildlife Science.” Its title, however, is somewhat misleading, since
the volume is more an opportunistic compilation of papers
by symposium organizers rather than a comprehensive
overview of wildlife science. If one were to plan a book on
Wildlife Science from scratch, it would probably contain
a completely different assemblage of parts and chapters.
Part 2, “Mammals,” is illustrative. Its six chapters, which
focus on mountain lions, bobcats, ocelots, bears, and
ungulates, cover their subjects well, but they are not a
comprehensive treatment of mammalian wildlife science
or of the linkage between theory and management, one of
the book’s stated objectives. Although chapter 3 explicitly
focuses on the interplay between theory and management, it is mostly an exposition of the author’s perceived
failure of theory.
Much of the book focuses on wildlife species in Texas,
making it of limited value for biologists in the Great
Plains unless they have a particular interest in a specific
subject or species covered by a chapter. The volume’s
targeted audience is wildlife and natural resource professionals, university professors, resource professionals (i.e.,
managers) and students, an audience so broad it would be
difficult for any text to serve all these groups adequately.
There are many wildlife science, management, and ecology texts available that provide a more comprehensive
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treatment; moreover, this volume’s price is high compared with many other offerings on the subject. The book
does, however, make available a nice, though idiosyncratic, collection of papers that especially highlight the
efforts of the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute
over the past 25 years. C. R. Allen, USGS Nebraska
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, School of
Natural Resources, University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
Texas Rattlesnake Roundups. By Clark E. Adams and
John K. Thomas. College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 2008. xii + 113 pp. Maps, photographs, tables, figures, appendix, glossary, references, index. $19.95 paper.
I am a bred and born Texan and can personally attest that rattlesnake roundups have been an iconic event
for the Lone Star state and will likely continue to be for
years to come. So ingrained have these events become
that I remember having roundup representatives visit
my high school and teach us how to locate and gas dens,
collect rattlesnakes, and possibly profit from their harvesting.
As a herpetologist I can also add that these events have
been the source of controversy for many people in and out
of the state of Texas with concerns regarding the sustainability of rattlesnakes and the environmental impacts
resulting from the harvests and the use of gasoline. Those
whose concerns are less directed towards environmental
impacts often consider the events as helpful towards
generating large amounts of money and getting rid of
rattlesnakes.
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Given the length of time these events have been held in
Texas, it comes as some surprise that this is the first book
providing in-depth information regarding this multifaceted
and often controversial practice. Texas Rattlesnake Roundups does just that in an easy to read text. I must confess that
the modest number of photographs (33) covered the topic
well, but I would have liked to have seen twice that number.
The photographs range in quality from mediocre to good.
This in itself is no criticism, however, since it reflects the
authenticity of the authors’ research efforts: many of the
images were taken by amateur photographers and accurately depict a previous era of rattlesnake roundups very
similar to the way the event is carried out today.
Several colorful and significant individuals ranging
from roundup participants, visitors, snake hunters, biologists, and officials working for Texas Parks and Wildlife
were sought for information. As a result the justifications
for roundups as well as acerbic critiques are presented,
and the authors seem to walk a line of impartiality. Although I am wholeheartedly against these events and was
hoping to find new information to buttress my opinion, I
could not, which adds to the book’s credibility: it’s a title
that informs instead of trying to persuade.
For biologists experienced with the roundup issue
there will be little new here. The book does, however,
provide a quick and easy reference for anyone seeking
general information regarding Texas rattlesnake roundups and how they may influence one of the Great Plains’
more notorious inhabitants. Carl J. Franklin, Biological
Curator, Amphibian and Reptile Diversity Research Center, University of Texas at Arlington.
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